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Burundi 
More Reportage on Students’ Protest, Tension 


UN Representative Interviewed 


AB2303 160795 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The situation is becoming worse. 
The Army has been dishing it out to Hutu armed groups 
at Kanyiosha, a southern suburb of Bujumbura, the 
capital, where students took to the streets this morning 
to protest the actions and presence of the UN represen- 
tative in Burund!, Mauritanian Hamidou Ouid Abdal- 
lah. In a communique, the students also demanded the 
departure oi the head of state and the dissolution of 
parliament. Celcius Senguignouva reports: 


[Begin Senguignouva recording] The students at the 
University of Burundi—the only university in the coun- 
try—decided to organize a protest march against the UN 
secretary general’s special representative in Burundi, 
Mauritanian Hamidou Ould Abdallah, at a meeting 
yesterday. There had been grumbling for some days by 
Tutsis against Hamidou Ould Abdallah, who was 
accused of supporting President Sylvestre Ntibantung- 
anya and the Front for Democracy in Burundi 
[Frodebu], the majority party. Mr. Abdallah is painted 
within the Tutsi community as favoring the Hutus in this 
political and ethnic conflict, which has been going on for 
the past 18 months. The students demonstrated with 
placards bearing slogans that rejected the action of the 
UN secretary general's special representative and 
demanded his immediate recall. In their demonstration, 
the students criticized the head of state, Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya. On the placards displayed by the stu- 
dents one could read: Ntibantunganya must choose 
between the national Army and the Intagorikas. The 
Intagorikas are Hutu ministers who claim to be former 
Interior Minister Leonard Yangoma’s supporters. 


This student demonstration epitomizes the extent to 
which the political and security situation has worsened 
in Bujumbura and the country. Student demonstrations 
in Bujumbura have always been the harbinger of serious 
crises in the country. They held demonstrations soon 
afier the Frodebu victory in the elections to denounce 
the ethnic tone of the elections. 


Concerning security, the Burundian security forces have 
been clamping down on Hutu armed groups since yes- 
terday evening in Kanyosha, a southern suburb in the 
capital. Gunshots could be heard until 1100. A bus and 
its passengers were reported missing in the Hutu suburb 
of Kamengue. The police think the bus was seized, and 
that some of its passengers are being held hostage. [end 
recording] 


This student demonstration comes two days after vio- 
lence which led to about 20 deaths in Bujumbura 
between 19 March and 22 March, a situation which 
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prompted fears of a repeat of the Rwandan crisis. The 
risks are still great, and anything is possible, UN special 
representative Abdallah io!d us this morning: 


[Begin recording] [Abdallah] Anything is possible, I am 
not ruling out anything, but I must tell you that the 
situation is being contro!led by the government and the 
security forces. People are dying, which is deplorable, 
but you must know that for the past 18 rionths.... 
[pauses] Since 6 April, it has been said that Burundi is 
going to collapse. This has been said for a year now. So, 
what conclusion do you want me to draw? For the past 
year, the media, nongovernmental organizations, gov- 
ernments, everybody.... [pauses] It is possible, and 
although the situation is very difficult, this is also one 
more reason why we must see what we can do about it. 


[Announcer] Each time you speak, Mr. Abdallah, one 
gets a feeling of optimism. On what do you base your 
optimism concerning the country’s situation... 


[Abdallah, interrupting] It is not optimism, it is realism. 
I am not optimistic, I am realistic. I am telling you that 
the situation is very difficult, but that the peopie are now 
under control, and that this situation has been going on 
for one year now. The fundamental p:oblem is the same: 
distrust. The crisis was very deep and, added to that, 
there was fear and a lack of trust. There are a whole lot 
of problems. 


[Announcer] Is it this distrust that 1s making students 
demonstrate today in Bujumbura? 


[Abdallah] I do not think the demonstration is related to 
distrust. Their demands are very explicit, and do not 
require any comment. They are demanding the depar- 
ture of the head of state and the dissolution of the 
parliament, but these are demands being made by young 
students, who are certainly expressing some existing 
fears. [end recording} 


Bujumbura District Sealed Off After Clashes 


AB2403104995 Paris AFP in English 1038 GMT 
24 Mar 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, March 24 (AFP)— 
Burundi’s Tutsi-dominated army on Friday [24 March] 
sealed off part of the tinderbox capital Bujumbura where 
it fought armed Hutu militias as European politicians 
arrived for crisis talks. The soldiers prevented any access 
to the southern Kanyosha district after the rattle of 
gunfire ceased overnight. Officials gave no details of 
casualties but observers said the army appeared to have 
been clearing out Hutu extremists. 


No violence was reported in the rest of the city, where 
tension between the Tutsis and the majority Hutus has 
brought fears of a blocdbath, and police said business 
was “almost as usual” in the central market. 


Hutu traders had abandoned their stalls since Sunday, 
fearing reprisals from Tutsis after Hutu extremists were 
blamed for an ambush on a road convoy Sunday in 
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which five people were killed, including three Belgians 
shot down in cold blood, one of them a small girl. 


A team of three European government officials led by 
French Cooperation Minister Bernard Debre was set to 
hold meetings throughout the day Friday with Burun- 
dian leaders on ways to prevent the country plunging 
into carnage. 


Some 50,000 people were slaughtered after Burundi’s 
first Hutu president, Melchior Ndadaye, was assassi- 
nated in a foiled military coup of October 1993, which 
the government survived. 


Ethnic tensions have mounted again since at the cost of 
hundreds of lives and a fragile coalition between Hutu 
and Tutsi politicians was formed late last year in a bid to 
prevent ar explosion of violence. 


Neighbouring Rwanda, which has the same ethnic mix of 
a Hutu majority and a Tutsi minority, plunged into a 
civil war in April last year, in which between 500,000 
and a million people, mainly Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus, were massacred by Hutu extremists before the 
Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front seized power in June. 


Congo 


Prime Minister on Political, Economic Situation 


LD2203175395 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The guest of “Afrique Midi” is 
Jacques-Joachim Yhombi-Opango, the prime minister 
of Congo. Two months ago, on 23 January, General 
Yhombi-Opango carried out an important reshuffle, 
bringing four members of the opposition close to Ber- 
nard Kolelas into the government. Christophe Boisbou- 
vier asked the Congolese prime minister if such 
heterogeneousness could survive for long. 


[Begin recording] [Yhombi-Opango] I think it is a situ- 
ation that ought to last, and which should open up 
another prospect, namely, why should we not move 
toward a government of national unity? That is what the 
president wants. He has always sought this. 


I think I can say that since the formation of this 
government, which we call a consensus government 
[gouvernement d’ouverture], I personally have been sat- 
isfied with the contribution of the members of the 
government who have come from the ranks of the 
opposition—satisfied since they have given of their best 
in the work they have to dv. They understand the 
difficulties of the government, and work Fand in hand 
with their colleagues. 


[Boisbouvier] Can you work with confidence with men 
you were fighting with shells and heavy weapons just 
over a year ago”? 


[Yhombi-Opango] Well, let us say we are politicians. I 
think it was one of your ambassadors who used to say to 
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us: The war between England and France lasted for 100 
years. Today, the English and French are the best friends 
in the world. So why should people who were brothers 
yesterday become enemies, just because they fought each 
other for under six months with shells as you said? No, 
we are not enemies. We are sons of this country. 


What we are aiming for, what the president wants, is to 
ensure that the Congolese people should understand that 
in the difficult situation we are in today, it is important 
that they should fight elbow to elbow to get the country 
out of the difficulties we are experiencing. This is the 
consensus we are looking for. It is by finding this 
consensus that we think we can find the means for peace 
and development in our country. 


[Boisbouvier] There is currently an IMF experts mission 
in Brazzaville. Four months ago the IMF suspended its 
payments because of a lack of sufficient rigor from you. 
Have conditions changed now so that payments can 
begin again? 

[Yhombi-Opango] I would like to say that the IMF 
suspended payments on the basis of false information. 
Of the five conditions, we believe we have fulfilled four 
completely. The fifth condition is the payment of salaries 
for 1994, which we have not yet fulfilled, but over which 
we have made commitments with the trade union 
leaders so that the two salaries for 1994 are included in 
the 1995 budget, and this is a firm commitment we have 
made and that will enable us to pay them. 


I] would also like to say that we have adopted a number 
of drastic measures, I would call them, so that we can 
reduce quite clearly the wage bill, and in the long run can 
be in a position to pay salaries regularly. 


The president himself has agreed that his salary outside 
the civil list should be reduced by 50 percent. 


[Boisbouvier] Yet a lot of people are still saying to you in 
the Assembly, in the Senate, in the trades unions, that 
you have not yet reduced sufficiently the government’s 
rate of expenditure, that there are still too many foreign 
trips, too many advisers in the ministries. What is your 
answer? 


[Yhombi-Opango] We say that the number of advisers 
has no effect on the wage bill. You mentioned foreign 
trips: We have indeed taken a commitment to try to 
decrease them, and to reassert the value of the work of 
our embassies, who will take over the work of the 
government. 


In a general, we have had occasion to explain to our 
partners as a whole, that we had a wage bill of 1 38 billion 
[currency not specified] per year a few years ago. This 
was too much for the state budget to bear. 


The IMF has asked us to lower it to 122 billion in 1995. 
Our initial effort enabled us to get this bill down to 130 
billion by decreasing the number of state employees. 
Today, the effort we want to make, and which we have 
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made into a commitment, means that we hope to get this 
wage bill to [word indistinct] that will open up new 
prospects, and this is an effort we are asking our people 
as a whole to make, and we think that these peop!e, who 
have already made huge sacrifices will continue, because 
this is the way of salvation for the country as a whole. 


[Boisbouvier] There is the budget for the state 
employees, but perhaps there is also the budget for 
national defense. Has the training of the new presidential 
guard by Israeli officers not broken the budget of the 
Congolese state? 
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[Yhombi-Opango] You know that at the national confer- 
ence we decided on action that means there is no longera 
presidential guard. There is the republican guard, whose 
task is to ensure the security of all officials. There are 
specialized elements in the presidential guard who have 
indeed been trained by Israeli friends, and who have 
received a particular training, but they are people 
working within the gendarmerie. There is nothing special 
there; they come under the budget of the gendarmerie. 
They work at the president’s office and have received a 
specialized training because they are dealing with the 
president’s life. It has nothing to do with an increase in 
the budget of any sort. [end recording] 
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Kenya 


Moi Says Security Government's Top Priority 


EA230320139S Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency Pres'dent 
Daniel arap Mo: today said that matters of na.ional 
security and, in particular the guerrilla issue, must be 
taken seriously by all Kenyans and should not be covered 
up. President Moi accused a section of the opposition for 
undermining the security of the country hy aitempting to 
downplay and cover up the guerrilla issue. The president 
assured Kenyans that the government took their security 
as top priority and will ensure that peace and tranquillity 
prevailed in the country. 


President Moi pointed wut that the self-styled Brigadier 
Odongo was just one among many others, both within 
and outside the country, cut to bring down the govern- 
ment through unconstitutional means. The president at 
the same time stated that the success of the East African 
cooperation will depend on the good relations and 
mutual trust among the three East African countries. 


President Moi was addressing public rallies at Chuka 
Stadium in Tharaka-Nithi District and Moi Kinoru 
Stadium in Meru District. 


President Moi further pointed out that the government 
will pursue the guerrilla issue until all doubts of threats 
to the country have been eliminated, adding that he had 
talked to President Yower: Museveni of Uganda about 
the same. 


He stressed that existence of political pluralism did not 
necessarily guarantee democracy. saying that some oppo- 
sition leaders were hiding under the pretext of democ- 
racy to cover up their evil designs. President Moi 
pointed out that the widely-accepted concept of democ- 
racy is the election of leade:s through the ballot and not 
through the use of force such as guerrilla warfare. 


President Moi wondered why the opposition did not 
raise their voices when a number of Kenyans, including 
policemen, were killed by Odongo’s guerrillas. 


President Moi also took issue with foreign journalists, 
which seem to derive pleasure in peddling lies and down- 
playing security threats to Kenya. He said some of those 
journalists had gone to extent of reporting that Brigadier 
Ocongo was a second-hand goods dealer, yet the Ugandan 
Government had acknowledged that Odongo was a guer- 
rilla leader. President Moi reminded wananchi [citizens] 
that KANU [Kenya African National Union] was the only 
political party that could guarantee peace, tranquility, and 
a hopeful future for all Kenvans irrespective of their 
station in life. [passage omitted] 
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Minister Reports Guerrilla Camps in Eastern 
Uganda 

EA2403102095 Naircbi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1830 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The member for Kangundo, 
Joseph Mulusia, DP {Democratic Party], said those who 
have committed economic crimes should be prosecuted. 
Mulusia added that a future government would make 
sure that such people face the law and even those who 
1 ay flee the country will be extradited and made to 
appear before the court. He accused the government of 
protecting those who are ruining the country’s economy. 
Mulusia cautioned that the current talks of guerrillas in 
the country was likely to scare away investors. 


Meanwhile, Cabinet Minister Francis Lotodo [home 
affairs and national heritage minister] announced that 
refugees would have to stay where the government wants 
them to stay. The minister said some refugee camps like 
ihat at Thika would have to be relocated. 


The minister further told the house that the government 
was aware of three FERA [February Eighteen Resistance 
Army] guerrilla camps in Karamajong [Karamoja Dis- 
trict], Uganda. He said the existence of the anti-Kenya 
guerrillas in Uganda was a setback to good- neighborliness. 


But the member for Lari, Philip Gitonga, FORD [Forum 
for the Restoration of Democracy]-Asili, proposed that 
Kenya send a delegation to Kampala or the OAU to 
resolve the guerrilla issue. He said demonstrations and 
publicity of the guerrillas would antagonize the citizenry 
of Uganda and Kenya. The member added that the 
government should also make the issue clear to the 
opposition as the security of the country was a concern of 
all the parties. [passage omitted] 


Sudanese Envoy Denies Support for Opposition 


EA2303192095 Nairobi KTN Television Network in 
English 1600 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sudanese Government and 
its Opposition are now locked in a war of words over the 
existence of a guerrilla movement in northern Sudan 
plotting against the Kenya Government. The Sudanese 
Ambassador al-Yasir Muhammad Ahmad absolved his 
government from accusations, saying that it was 
unthinkable for a guerrilla movement to operate from far 
north hatching an attack on Kenya in the far south. If 
anything, Ahmad argued, the movement exists in the 
southern Sudan with its members having undergone 
training in Tanzania and fought in Mozambique. 


Yesterday the leader of the Sudanese People’s Liberation 
Army, John Garang, claimed that the unregistered 
Islamic Party of Kenya was engaged in subversive activ- 
ities against the Kenya Government from a base in 
Khartoum Government-controlled Nile Region. 
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[Begin Ahmad recording] The north is very far for this 
training, and we know what ties we have with Kenya, so 
we cannot dare to do anything like this. If you lock into 
the schools of thoughts between the three [Museveni, 
Garang, and Odongo]—and you can name them, I will 
not name them for you—they are from one school of 
thought. They are all trained in Tanzania. They have all 
fought in Mozambique. So there is something joint 
between these three and not with the north. [end 
recording} 


Tanzania 


Locals Say Refugees Causing Disturbances 


EA2303124595 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 0700 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Citizens in the Bibaramulo Dis- 
trict, Kagera Region have expressed dissatisfaction with 
misdeeds being perpetrated by Hutu refugees from 
Burundi who have absconded from refugee camps. 


The citizens told the Kagera regional governor, Honor- 
able Phillip Mangula, who is visiting the district, to 
sympathize with them in connection with incidents 
caused by the refugees. 


The misdeeds include banditry, armed cattle-rustling, 
rape, theft of food from farms and game poaching in the 
Biharamulo game reserve. 


They said that so far, 271 cows, 58 goats, 59 sheep and 
65 hens all valued at more than 30 million Tanzanian 
shillings have been stolen in a short time, particularly 
after the refugees spoke of food shortages in their camps 
which meant that their usual rations were cut by half. 


Government Threatens Use of Military 


EA2303200795 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1700 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The government has warned that 
it will not tolerate its citizens being invaded, killed, 
robbed of their property, or molested by Rwandan and 
Burundian refugees in the country. 


Speaking to Rwandan refugees at the (Benako) refugee 
camp in Ngara, Kagera Region, the minister of home 


EAST AFRICA 5 


affairs, the Honorable Ernest Nyanda, said the govern- 
ment regreted the acts of thuggery, robbery, and killing 
being perpetrated by the refugees against Tanzanian citi- 
zens. He warned that, apart from honoring international 
resolutions, the government's first priority was the protec- 
tion of its citizens and their property. He warned that if the 
refugees repeated these acts that the government would not 
hesitate to use military force to curb them. 


Nyanda also called on the international community to 
accelerate the implementation of the resolutions reached 
at the Nairobi and Bujumbura meetings to speed up the 
repatnation of refugees to their countries, into areas that 
will be supervised by the United Nations. 


Earlier, the Ngara area commissioner, Brigadier 
(Hemed), briefed the minister of home afiairs on the 
security situation in the Kagera Region. He said the 
situation was getting worse with the recent killings of five 
villagers by Rwandan refugees in (Nyamoha), in the 
(Lulege) division. 


Uganda 


Opposition UPC Denies Links With Kenyan 
Odongo 

EA2203194495 Nairobi Kenya Broudcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1000 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Uganda People’s [as heard] 
Party, UPC, charged in Kampala yesterday that Briga- 
dier John Odongo’s presence in Uganda was well-known 
to the government of President Yoweri Museveni and 
the UNHCR. 


Addressing a press conference at her party’s headquar- 
ters in Kampala, the UPC assistant secretary general, 
Mrs. Cecilia Ogwal, also accused Museveni government 
for taking too long to come out publicly after its troops 
attacked Brig. John Odongo’s camp in the Mount Elgon 
area two years ago on the Ugandan side where two of 
Odongo’s men were killed. At a press conference in 
Kampala on Monday [20 March] President Museveni 
said John Odongo was a member of Milton Obote’s 
kikosi maalum [special force] based in Tabora, Tan- 
zania. Mrs. Ogwal denied such a link between the U'PC 
and Brig. Odongo. 
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IFP Concerned Over Mandela Statements on 
Mediation 


MB2303170795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1459 
GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town March 23 SAPA— 
The Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] caucus expressed 
concern on Thursday about President Nelson Mandela’s 
utterances over the weekend that he saw no need for 
international mediation and had to be convinced of its 
necessity before considering it as an option. 


President Mandela’s utterances were preempting the 
efforts of Deputy President Thabo Mbeki, who has been 
delegated to deal with the issue, a statement said. 


The IFP had issued an ultimatum at its special confer- 
ence on March 5, for the government to meet the terms 
of a pre-election agreement on international mediation 
or it would withdraw from the Constitutiona’ Assembly. 


IFP President Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi had told the 
party's special conference that Mr Mbeki had asked him 
during a telephone conversation from Washington DC, 
USA, that the conference delay its final decision and he 
would make an efforts to solve the crisis on return to the 
country. 


It was for this reason that the IFP decided to give the 
ANC another month to honour the agreement before 
abandoning the Constitutional Assembly and all its 
substructures, the statement said. 


“It is even more alarming that to date, Mr Mbeki has 
made no attempt whatsoever to approach the IFP in 
order to co-ordinate matters related to the implementa- 
tion of the agreement on international mediation.” 


The IFP had walked out of Parliament over the impasse 
over international mediation. 


ANC Caucus Recommends Revising Truth 
Comr.ission Bill 


MB2303170895 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 1400 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ANC [African National 
Congress] caucus has recommended that some of the 
clauses of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Bill 
should be reconsidered by cabinet. 


The caucus held a meeting in Cape Town today and 
ident'fied clauses relating to secrecy, time frames, and 
the cut-off date as problem areas. The ANC’s chief whip 
in the Senate, Mr. Bulelani Ngcuka, said these would 
have to be discussed by the parliamentary Committee on 
Justice to get inputs from all the political parties repre- 
sented in Parliament. He said the secrecy clause needed 
to be revised because there might be circumstances that 
justified some hearings being held behind closed doors. 


Meanwhile, President Nelson Mandela has approved a 
caucus decision to end the parliamentary tradition of 
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oral questions during question time. Mr. Ngcuka said the 
matter had been referred to Parliament’s rules com- 
mittee and was expected to be approved tomorrow. 


The move follows uproar in Parliament two weeks ago 
when the National Party objected to ANC attempts to 
have question time removed from the day’s order roll. 


UNITA Request for Savimbi-Mandela Meeting 
Confirmed 


MB2303175495 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1500 GMT 23 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The office of South African 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki has confirmed that the 
Angolan UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] movement has requested Mr. Mbeki to 
arrange a meeting in South Africa between President 
Nelson Mandela and UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi. A 
spokesman for Mr. Mbeki told Channel Africa that such 
a meeting had been discussed in Brussels last week 
between Mr. Mbeki and a European representative of 
UNITA. 


The UNITA delegate had told Mr. Mbeki that South 
Africa could play an important role in the peace process 
in Angola. Last year, a UNITA delegation held talks in 
South Africa in a bid to set up a meeting between Mr. 
Mandela and Dr. Savimbi. However, the meeting did not 
take place because of renewed fighting in Angola. 


KwaZulu/Natal ANC To Call For MECs’ 
Suspension 

MB2303 194495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1754 
GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban March 23 SAPA—The 
KwaZulu/Natal parliamentary sitting in Pietermar- 
itzburg next week is likely to hear calls for the suspension 
of two provincial cabinet members linked in court to 
murder and gun running. 


Provincial African National Congress [ANC] leader 
Jacob Zuma told a press briefing in Durban on Thursday 
his party could be expected to call for Safety and Security 
MEC [Member of the Executive Council] the Rev Celani 
Mtetwa and Welfare and Pensions MEC Prince Gideon 
Zulu to step down. 


Mr Zuma referred to testimony given in the Durban 
Supreme Court last week by a convicted murderer, 
former KwaZulu policeman and self confessed hit-squad 
member Romeo Mbambo. 


Mbambo alleged Mr Mtetwa supplied guns to the 
Inkatha Freedom Party in Empangeni, one of which was 
later used to commit murder. He also alleged Prince 
Zulu was party to murder plots. 


“It’s not for us to judge and these are allegations. But the 
normal thing would be to stop whatever you are doing 
and wait until judgment is handed down,” Mr Zuma 
said. 
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ANC, IFP Dispute at Durban Women’s Hostel 
Leads to Clashes 


MB2303202295 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 1800 GMT 23 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} A dispute between ANC 
{African National Congress] and IF? [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] supporters at the Thokoza Women’s Hostel in 
Durban led to overnight clashes. Using teargas, the 
police brought the situation under control this morning, 
but this afternoon ANC residents packed up their 
belongings and left. Renee Heine reports: 


The older section of the Thokoza Women’s Hostel in Grey 
Street in Durban isn’t a pretty sight. Roughly a thousand 
women live here. ANC supporters are a minority. There 
were minor differences between the groups in the past, but 
last night deep-seated divisions came out in the open. 
Windows were shattered, doors kicked in, and corridors 
flooded. The police had to separate the women this 
morning using teargas. For most of the day, IFP- 
supporting residents, some armed with sticks and metal 
rods, stood their ground at the entrance to the hostel, while 
across the road ANC supporters armed with stones waited. 
Rooms in the new section are apparently being occupied 
by new residents without consultation through a working 
committee appointed for this task. The ANC and IFP are 
blaming each other. IFP supporters say ANC women are 
responsible for breaking the rules. They deny this and 
claim they are not fully represented on the working com- 
mittee. While leaders from both political parties were 
discussing possible solutions hostel residents chanted on 
the street. This afternoon chaos broke out when one of the 
rooms were set alight, allegedly by IFP supporters. ANC 
residents decided to move out, stacking their belongings on 
the pavement. 


Campus, School Unrest Continuing Countrywide 


MB2303 194595 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 1600 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Campus and school unrest is 
continuing at a number of centers and has spread to the 
Northern Cape, where about 400 students and teachers 
at Victoria West are blocking the N12 route. The group 
has vowed not to leave until they have received satisfac- 
tory assurances about an end to overcrowding at schools 
at the town. A special education task force is reported to 
be on its way from Kimberley to negotiate with the 
group. The traffic department has advised motorists to 
avoid the route and to use the N10 to Britstown instead. 


In Bloemfontein, several students were arrested at the 
Free State Technikon after they gathered at the campus 
in defiance of a court interdict. They were released after 
the implications of the interdict had been explained to 
them. A short while ago, Free State Premier Patrick 
Lekota announced that a provincial forum would be 
established to solve the problems that led to tli. unrest. 
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He said, after a meeting with various student bodies, tha 
the forum would determine how transformation would 
be carried out. 


Mearwhile, a three-day class boycott at the Peninsula 
Technikon came to an end today after an agreement was 
reached between the SRC [Students Representative 
Council] and the administration on an acceptable fee 
increase. 


In Durban, about 400 students went on the rampage ai 
Natal Technikon’s Berea campus this afternoon dam- 
aging the rector’s council chamber. The students also 
threw litter in the rector’s office when they learned that 
he was on a visit to Pretoria and would not be able to 
hear their grievances. 


PAC Launches Election Registration Campaign in 
Gauteng 


MB2303203695 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
English 1800 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A campaign by the Pan-African 
Congress [PAC] to get people to register for the local 
elections has been launched in Gauteng. PAC Secretary 
General Mr. Khoisan X said Operation Fetch and Reg- 
ister was aimed at ousting right-wing councils like the 
one at Akasia, north of Pretoria. 


About 200 PAC supporters from Klipfontein Squatter 
Camp, near Rosslyn, marched on the offices of the Akasia 
Town Council. They had been mobilized by the PAC and 
were ready to register. When they reached the municipal 
offices, they found the gates locked. A standoff developed, 
and the town clerk, Mr. Georg Venter, told the marchers 
they weren't allowed on the property. Angry squatters 
waited outside the gates. Mr. X encouraged the squatters to 
register. He said this was one way of ensuring that their 
grievances were addressed. 


[Begin Khoisan X recording] The only way that you can 
make sure that you take control of Akasia Town Council 
and have your problems as so-called squatters addressed 
properly is if you have your own leaders, and the only 
way you'll have your own leaders to run Akasia Town 
Council is if you register to vote, as you are doing right 
now. [end recording] 


After some discussion, tables were set up outside, and 
registration began. Only a few people were allowed in at 
a time, apparently to ensure calm. 


[Begin Venter recording] We're not locking anybody 
outside. We are merely keeping order, get the people in 
an orderly way. We cannot attend to a mass of people at 
once, and we are merely keeping order. That’s all. [end 
recording} 


Mr. X called on the marchers to take home extra 
registration forms and to encourage others in their 
community to register. 
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Political Editor: Winnie Mandela May Be Fired 
‘Next Week’ 


MB2403054395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0453 
GMT 24 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 24 
SAPA—Deputy Arts and Culture Minister Winnie Man- 
dela could be dismissed from the government of national 
unity as soon as next week, according to political editor 
of the STAR newspaper Kaizer Nyatsumba, SABC 
{South African Broadcasting Corporation] Radio News 
reported on Friday. 


Interviewed on Radio Metro, Mr Nyatsumba said 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki—who investigated Mrs 
Mandela’s behaviour before and during her visit to West 
Africa—had already briefed President Nelson Mandela. 
He added that a decision had been taken and that Mrs 
Mandela would be dismissed as soon as Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth left South Africa. Mr Nyatsumba said there 
was a concerted effort in the African National Congress 
[ANC] to get rid of Mrs Mandela and other so- called 
populists, including Tourism Committee Chairman Mr 
Peter Mokaba, Environment Affairs Deputy Minister 
Maj-Gen Bantu Hole usa and KwaZulu/Natal ANC 
stalwart Mr Harry Gwala. 


Freedom Front Leader: ANC ‘Rainbow Nation’ 
Failure 


MB2403054095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2253 
GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria March 23 SAPA—The 
African National Congress [ANC] idea of a “rainbow 
nation” was a failure and the only road for Afrikaners was 
to unite and strive for self- determination, Freedom Front 
[FF] leader Constand Viljoen said on Thursday night. 


The ANC believed the way to nationhood was through 
assimilation, that diversity had to disappear and a homo- 
geneous rainbow nation should be established, Gen Vil- 
joen told a public meeting in Verwoerdburg near Pretoria. 
“The National Party [NP], in its overeagerness to escape 
from its apartheid policy and to become a large multiracial 
opposition to the ANC, has helped this issue along. Even 
the NP believed that the American melting pot principle 
could be applied to the benefit of South Africa.” 


This had failed and Afrikaners had become strangers in 
their own country, exposed daily to criticism in speeches 
and television broadcasts. They had to confess, ask for 
forgiveness for living, and wait for the Truth Commis- 
sion which would “insult and harm the Airikaner even 
more’’. Christian-orientated education was being threat- 
ened and the “onslaught” on the Afrikaans language, 
which was being replaced with English by organisations 
and government institutions, had never been more 
intense. “Affirmative action has become reversed apart- 
heid, law and order has declined, while rejection of 
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authoritvy—even th:..t of President Nelson Mandela—is 
being acknowledged in the name of democracy and 
human rights,” said Gen Viljoen. 


The only way for peaceful co-existence between different 
cultures was through self-determination. While the Afri- 
kaner people accepted that change was irreversible, they 
refused to give up their identity. Gen Viljoen appealed 
for Afrikaner unity to push for self- determination. 
“Whether you are in the territorial area of self- determi- 
nation—the volkstaat—whether you operate in the new 
South Africa or assist in the role of sub-continental 
determination, you need to have a base to which you can 
retire.” This was an area whcre the Afrikaner had to 
resettle enough “of his own kind” to establish a definite 
majority. “I plead for unity towards the ideal of the 
salvation of our own, for the survival of our language and 
communal cultural life without any political party pol- 
lution of these ideals,” said Gen Viljoen. 


Government Announces Several Initiatives on 
Water Crisis 


MB2303064295 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The government has announced 
several initiatives today to attempt to lift the pressing 
water crisis. This is good news for South Africans in 1! 
rural areas who ds not have access to water, but ba» 
news for more a¢ vantaged consumers of water. Ronei 
van Zyl reports: 


[Begin recording] [Van Zyl] The water crisis in South 
Africa, a country who only enjoys moderate rainfall 
annually, is a headache for government. A third of the 
population does not have any access to clean water and 
half of South Africa’s population does not live under 
hygienic conditions. It seems that government is 
standing by its priority to supply water to rural commu- 
nities. The minister of water affairs and forestry, Pro- 
fessor Kader Asmal, today announced that a dam of 180 
million rand will be built in KwaZulu/ Natal. The dam on 
the Mvoti river north of Glenville in the Stanger area will 
be completed at the end of 1998. Professor Asmal also 
announced a water conservation campaign at a news 
conference in Cape Town. The aim is to reduce the water 
consumption of the privileged and to make ii available 
to the needy. The 1956 act on water will also be revised. 


[Asmal in English] We have a real crisis and we must say 
so. There are parts of South Africa without any water at 
all. In other parts, the minimum needs will not be able to 
be met and that is why we must review the law, that is 
why we must have a proper national conservation cam- 
paign involving all of us, not a joke kind of campaign 
once a year. We must save every drop. We must involve 
everyone in our country because water is our most scarce 
resource. 


{Van Zyl] Another announcement dealt with an increase 
in water tariffs. The increase in raw water will be 
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approximately 10 percent, but less on drinking water. 
Irrigation water tarii(s will also increase by 10 percent, 
except for certain socioeconomic schemes where the 
increase will be limited to 5 percent. According to Prof. 
Asmal the water tariff policy will also be revised. [end 
recording] 


Defense Minister Approves Renewed Links With 
UK Military 


MB2303 154695 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Mar 95 p I 


[Report by Norman Chandler] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South African [SA] regiments 
which for years had alliances with British military units 
will be able to renew the links in terms of a decision 
taken by Defence Minister Joe Modise. This was dis- 
closed in Pretoria yesterday by Defence Force chief 
General Georg Meiring. 


But there are some changes to previous practice. The 
prefixes “Royal” and “Imperial” as well as references to 
other royal titles will not be re-introduced, and foreign 
dignitaries, including members of royalty, will not be 
allowed to became colonels-in-chief of local regiments. 


Links between British and South African military units 
were Suspended when South Africa’s withdrew from the 
Commonwealth in 1961. However, several units main- 
tained unofficial association with their British counter- 
parts over the years. 
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“Since South Africa’s return to the Commonwealth, a 
number of units have expressed their enthusiasm for 
renewing ties,” alliance and formal ties, General Meiring 
said. 


SANDF [South African National Defense Force] units 
that previously had alliances with foreign units are to be 
approached by Chief of Staff Personnel to see whether 
they wish to renew these assuciations. 


Since normalisation of the country’s international links, 
there has been close association between the South 
African Navy and SA Air Force with foreign countries, 
in particular Britain. The navy took part in NATO 
exercises in the North Atlantic last year and also com- 
memorated the 50th anniversary of the Battle of the 
Atlantic. 


Government Concerned About Arrests in Nigeria 


MB2403065395 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 0500 GMT 24 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa has expressed 
concern at a wave of arrests in Nigeria in connection 
with a failed coup plot. The Foreign Affairs Department 
said it was troubled by reports of further arrests of 
civilians by the military government in Nigeria. It said it 
hoped that those detained would be prorerly charged 
and released. 


The Nigerian information minister said earlier t) at one 
of the suspects, former president Olvsegun Obasanjo, 
had been released in response to a plea by former 
American president Jimmy Carter. He has been placed 
under house arrest pending further investigations. 
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Angola 


UNITA on Namibia’s Detention of UN Officials 


MB2303 130695 Jamba Voz da Resisiencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 23 Mar 95 


{Communique issued by the press office of the UNITA 
general government for Jamba on 23 March] 


{FBIS Translated Text] 1. At 1500 on 22 March, the UN 
verification mission in Mucusso, Cuando Cuando Prov- 
ince, led by Captain (Victor) [words indistinct] accom- 
panied by Lieutenant (Emmanuel Futule), a Nigerian, 
was approached by joint Angolan Government and 
Namibian defense forces at (Bagani), near Kubango 
river. The UN Angola Verification Mission [Unavem] 
(?men) were returning from Bukwe, a commercial center 
near the Angolan-Namibian border, where they had 
bought food. 


(?1.1.) The two UN officials were severely and brutally 
[words indistinct] and detained, along with all their 
goods, their vehicle included, even though it was clearly 
indicated that it belonged to the United Nations. 


1.2. Reports just in say those Unavem officials continue 
to be held at [name indistinct] jail in Namibian territory. 


2. The general government for Jamba, the bastion of 
Angolan resistance, believes such behavior by the 
Namibian authorities should make it clear to the inter- 
national community that these forces have behaved 
brutally and in an undignified manner against people 
who live in National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA]-controlled areas when they go 
looking for food along the common border. 


3. The Namibian authorities have always used the excuse 
that they beat up and detain Angolan people in 
Namibian territory because they are involved in the 
smuggling of weapons, but this kind of behavior clearly 
shows that is not quite accurate. 


A. The general government for Jamba would like to ask 
the following questions: Were the aforesaid UN officials 
carrying weapons? Were they wearing civilian clothes? 
Was their vehicle not properly identified as UN prop- 
erty? How can a UN member state behave in such a 
manner toward UN officials? 


In any event, it is the belief of the general government for 
Jamba that those officials were lucky not to have been 
shot dead on sight. Namibian President Sam Nujoma 
had given rigid orders that weapons would be used 
against all those coming from the UNITA- controlled 
side of the Angolan border and crossing the Namibian 
border illegally. 


B. The general government for Jamba hereby notes that 
hundreds of Angolan citizens have already been detained 
or killed in the wake of that order by Namibian President 
Sam Nujoma in clear violation of human rights. 
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4. With this gesture, which is yet another message the 
Namibian authorities are sending to the world, we would 
like to ask: If Namibian Police are so ready to ignore UN 
symbols, to what extent is President Sam Nujoma’s 
governr ent committed to the Angolan peace effort? 


5. The general government for Jamba hereby conveys its 
hope that the international community will unfold its 
arms, try to understand the situation, and cail the 
Namibian Government to reason by persuading it to lift 
the border blockade as the first positive step in its 
contribution to the Angolan peace effort and for healthy 
coexistence between our peoples within the framework 
of good neighborliness and mutual respect UNITA has 
always espoused. 


[Issued] Jamba, 23 March 1995 


[Signed] The press office of the general government for 
Jamba 


UNITA Chief of Staff Reports FAA Attack on 
Chimboa 


MB2403084495 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 9600 GMT 24 Mar 95 


[Communique issued by General Arlindo Chenda Isaac 
Pena Ben-Ben, chief of General Staff for the Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In clear violation of the Lusaka 
Protocol, the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] attacked the 
area of Chimboa, between Cubal and Ganda Districts in 
Benguela Province, at 0600 oi: 21 March. The National 
Union for the Totai Independence of Angola’s [UNITA] 
armed forces suffered eight soldiers wounded and some 
missing in action. We hereby call on the Angolan and 
international communities, as well as the observers, to 
take the necessary steps so the Angolan peace process 
will not be endangered. 


[Issued] Office of General Arlindo Chenda Isaac Pena 
Ben-Ben, Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola 
chief of General Staff. 


UNITA Radio Reports FAA Maneuvers in Bengo 


MB2403084695 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] 
soldiers have been involved in military maneuvers in 
Bengo Province in the last few days. Their aim is to 
recapture (Angombe) village in Nambuangongo District, 
an area under the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola’s [UNITA] control. The Armed Forces 
for the Liberation of Angola [FALA] Operational Com- 
mand for Bengo Province issued a press release saying 
the FAA forces have sent battalions from Mabubas for 
that purpose. The government forces also occupied 
Quitemba Lunga Ward, northeast of (Angombe), on 17 
March. The FAA forces are receiving supplies from 
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Mabubas by land and air. UNITA would like to see a UN 
Angola Verification Mission team deployed at Mabubas. 


Meanwhile, FAA forces continue to violate the Lusaka 
Protocol. Reports reaching our news desk say the FAA 
forces occupying the bridge on Lucapa River, near 
Chitipa, are preventing the free movement of people and 
goods along the road between Huambo and Chitipa. It is 
worth noting that the FAA forces have set up a control 
post at the bridge, even though that is not part of the 
Lusaka Protocol and it was not discussed at the meetings 
of the FAA and FALA c..iefs of General Staff in Chitipa 
and Waku Kungo recently. 


UNITA’s Gato Reaffirms Commitment to Lusaka 
Protocol 


MB2403084595 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo. 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Paulo Lukamba Gato, National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
secretary general, said yesterday his party is seriously 
committed to the Lusaka Protocol’s implementation. 
Ambassador Paulo Gato added that UNITA President Dr. 
Jonas Malheiro Savimbi had conveyed similar views in his 
latest meetings with a team of Catholic bishops, UN 
Special Representative Alioune Blondin Beye, UN envoy 
Ismael Kittani, and the U.S. ambassador to Angola. 


UNITA’s number three man also said that the Angolan 
peace process is difficult and requires much imagination, 
but he made the assurance that, from UNITA’s point of 
view, conditions are in place for the peace process to be 
implemented. 


[Begin recording] [Gato] For our part, my response is 
positive. It is an absolute (?yes). What we need now is for 
the government to also take positive steps so we can find 
a platform allowing us to implement the plans in the 
Lusaka Protocol. Thus, there is the need not to see 
UNITA as an obstacle to the accord’s implementation. 
The United Nations supervises the process, but both the 
government and UNITA share responsibilities. UNITA 
has made all the [words indistinct] from the govern- 
ment’s side. Thus, it is necessary to (?make every effort) 
to convince the government to drop the logic of war, its 
belligerent posture. Once and for all, the government 
must become openly and clearly committed to the 
Lusaka Protocol’s implementation. 


[Unidentified reporter] The Catholic bishops said after 
their recent visit to Bailundo that a meeting between 
UNITA President Dr. Jonas Savimbi and Angolan Pres- 
ident Jose Eduardo dos Santos would be crucial. What is 
being done about that at this stage? 


[Gato] We believe the international community and the 
team of bishops who visited Bailundo see it as extremely 
important that UNITA President Dr. Savimbi and 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos meet as 
soon as possible. We and our interlocutors agree on that 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 1 


point. So now there is the need to exert pressure on the 
government so it will respond positively. After that 
meeting, it will be necessary to create conditions for a 
more assured implementation of the Lusaka Protocol. 
Different interpretations, feelings of mistrust, and signs 
of discouragement will continue as long as that meeting 
does not take place. Our belief is that a meeting between 
the two leaders would help reduce the climate of tension 
the country has experienced over the last four weeks. 
[end recording] 


10 Cabinda Separatist Guerrillas Killed in Attack 


MB2303200595 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[Report by correspondent Chris Simpson in Luanda on 
the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Ten guerrillas from the 
FLEC [Front for the Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave] 
separatist movement were killed on Saturday when they 
attacked a government barracks in the northern province 
of Cabinda, according to a government military 
spokesman, Colonel Manuel Paiva. Col. Paiva said there 
had been further casualties in a separate incident on 
Wednesday. Once again, the authorities have accused 
Zaire of acting as a launching pad for the guerrillas and 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] of assisting FLEC on the ground. Both the 
Zairian Government and UNITA have consistently 
rejected such allegations in the past. [passage omitted] 


Santos Adjourns Meeting With Catholic Bishops 


MB2303063895 London BBC World Service in 
Portuguese 2030 GMT 22 Mar 95 


[Report by Reginaldo Silva in Luanda; from the “Lon- 
dres, Ultima Hora” program] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Angolan Catholic 
bishops will not be received by President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos shortly as they wished within the framework 
of their peace initiative. The bishops are pressing for the 
deployment of the Blue Helmets in Angola and the 
holding of the Santos-Savimbi summit. A source close to 
the Angolan Catholic Church said today the Angolan 
head of state is not available to receive the bishops’ 
delegation that held talks with Savimbi in Bailundo on 
20 March. The Catholic hierarchy has decided to hold a 
series of meetings with all sides interested in the imple- 
mentation of the peace accords in view of the dangers 
looming on the horizon. In principle, the audience with 
President Santos was to take place not later than today 
because Cardinal Alexandre do Nascimento this evening 
leaves Luanda on a mission abroad until the end of 
March. Our source added that the Angolan Presidency 
decided to reschedule the audience until Cardinal Nas- 
cimento returns home. [passage omitted] 
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President Dos Santos Fires Cunene Province 
Officials 


MB240305 1095 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 23 Mar 95 


{Communique issued by the Office of the President in 
Luanda on 23 March] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Continuing with the minor gov- 
ernment reshuffle carried out yesterday, His Excellency 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos, president of the Republic of 
Angola, today relieved the following officials of their 
posts: Jeronimo Alenje, vice governor of Cunene Prov- 
ince; Gabriel Vali, deputy governor of Cunene Province 
for the economic and productive sector, and Pedro 
Cahame, vice governor of Cunene Province for organi- 
zation and community services. The head of state 
appointed Jeronimo Alenje as deputy governor of 
Cunene Province for organization and community ser- 
vices, and Joao de Deus as deputy governor of Cunene 
Province for social affairs. 


Prices Rise 32 Percent in January 


MB2303085095 Luanda TPA Television Network in 
Portuguese 1930 GMT 22 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Prices continue to rise at a 
frightening pace in Luanda. As a result, the average 
consumer's buying power continues to decrease far more 
than would be expected. According to the National 
Statistics Institute’s calculations, the consumer price 
index rose by slightly more than 32 percent in January, 
meaning that prices rose by an average of one third in 
one month, which is very high indeed. Thus, people lost 
324,000 new kwanzas in each | million new kwanzas 
spent in January. The goods and services showing the 
highest price increases were in health, medical care, 
housing, fuel, electricity, and entertainment. Among the 
food products, bananas, salt, and vegetables showed the 
highest price rises in February [month as heard]. 
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Ministers Council Approves 1995 Budget, Other 
Documents 


MB2403065495 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Council of Ministers today 
heard a report on the Economic and Social Program for 
1994, which failed to attain the planned goals. In a meeting 
chaired by Angolan head of state Jose Eduardo dos Santos, 
the Council of Ministers found that public spending spun 
out of control in 1994. To Braganca reports: 


The Council of Ministers found that the methods used to 
set the exchange rate were not effective last year because 
they involved many administrative responsibilities and 
(7little) economic [word indistinct] though beset by 
many fluctuations, the gap between the official and black 
market rates was significantly reduced in 1994, but it 
was still far from the desired levels. The Council of 
Ministers also found that workers’ earnings were seri- 
ously affected. Workers clearly lost buying power and in 
many instances their salaries do not even cover basic 
food needs. Dr. Sabino Ferraz, assistant Council of 
Minister secretary, said at the meeting's end: 


[Begin Feijo recording] In view of this situation, the 
government used today’s meeting to draw up the eco- 
nomic strategy for this year. Its main aims are to reduce 
imbalances in the national and foreign accounts, control 
inflation, ensure (?increased productivity), guarantee 
minimum consumption levels of food and other basic 
goods, and create a favurable climate for national and 
foreign investment. [end recording} 


The Council of Ministers also endorsed the draft General 
State Budget fer 1995, which still must be submitted to 
the National Assembly for approval. The 1995 budget 
was drawn up on the basis of the two-year government 
program that was also approved today. Spending prior- 
ities will be to keep the peace process stable and improve 
the social sectors, notably health, education, child pro- 
grams, protection for women, care for war-handicapped 
people and the aged, and keeping the people supplied 
with basic goods. 
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Nigeria 


Military Government Orders Release of Obasanjo 


AB2303 134395 Paris AFP in English 1325 GMT 
23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, March 23 (AFP)—-The 
Nigerian military junta has ordered the release of former 
Nigerian head of state General Olusegun Obasanjo, who 
was arrested last week, Information Minister Walter 
Ofonagoro said Thursday ‘23 March]. 


The order followed intervention by former US president 
Jimmy Carter who met Tuesday in Abuja with the 
military ruler, General Sani Abacha, and demanded the 
release of Obasanjo. 


Minister: Obasanjo ‘Under Restriction’ 


AB2403080495 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 24 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} The head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, has directed that a former head of state, General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, be placed under restriction in his 
Otta farms in Ogun State, instead of detention. The 
directive followed the appeal by a former president of 
the United States, Mr. Jimmy Carter. The minister of 
information and culture, Dr. Walter Ofonagoro, 
announced the head of state’s decision yesterday in a 
(television interview). He said the decision was with 
immediate effect while investigations into his detention 
would continue. 


Minister on Officials’ Detention, Elections 


AB2403112095 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 24 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program, hosted by Ben 
Dotsei Malor] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Let us go now to Nigeria, and 
former Head of State Olusegun Obasanjo must be 
relieved to be home this morning, but he remains under 
house arrest. His release came after an intervention by 
former U. S. President Jimmy Carter who, during a 
meeting with General Abacha on Tuesday [2! March], 
called also for the release of two other prominent figures, 
retired General Shehu Yar’Adua and Chief M. K. O. 
Abiola. Well, only Gen. Obasanjo was taken from deten- 
tion and then placed under house arrest. So, why was he 
not released completely. That is the question I put to the 
new information minister, Dr. Walter Ofonagoro: 


[Begin recording] [Ofonagoro] The issue is that the arrest 
was not arbitrary. The investigations that led to his arrest 
are still going on, and I expect that they will be speedily 
completed soon; and once they are concluded and there 
is NO major involvement, I am sure that nobody wants to 
hold him then, we have a lot of respect for our leaders. 
Anywhere in the world, I am sure that you know that 
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nobody is above the law. Anyone who is suspected of 
involvement in the coup will, of course, be questioned. 
And our head of state made it clear: Everyone will be given 
absolutely fair trial. Everybody who is involved, that is, 
but only after investigations are concluded. Right now, 
Gen. Obasanjo has been given the freedom of his home. 
You know, restricting a man to his home is not the same 
thing as detaining him under restricted circumstances. 


{[Malor] How many other people are still being kept in 
either a form of detention or some form of house arrest 
right now? 


[Ofonagoro] I think this needs to be rephrased. I don’t 
think we have any detainees in this country, because 
what we do have are people who have been arrested for 
questioning tn connection with an attempted coup 
d’etat. Now, anywhere in the world... 


{Malor, interrupting] So, how many of such people have 
we got, Dr. Ofonagoro? 


[Ofonagoro] I have no way of knowing. I am not in the 
security services. | wouldn’t know. ! have only been in 
office for two days and that is not enough time, you will 
agree with me, to know who is where, but all I am trying 
to tell you is that there is no political prisoner in Nigeria. 
There is no single person in Nigeria in detention today 
who doesn't know why he has been detained. And I 
(?know) everyone who is being held has some charges 
made known to him, which he has been called upon to 
answer to defend himself, and this is a procedure that 1s 
universal, it is not peculiar to Nigeria. 


[Malor] What about Gen. Shehu Yar’Adua? 


[Ofonagoro] Well, quite frankly, | don’t know very much 
about this particular case, because Gen. Yar'Adua, you 
know, I understand, was arrested in connection with the 
investigations in this coup. Now, these investigations are 
being carried out by the appropriate agencies, and when 
they complete the investigations, I am sure they will let 
us know. In the case of Gen. Obasanjo too, because of 
President Carter’s intervention that the concession of 
allowing him to be restricted to his home was made by 
the head of state as a gesture of goodwill to the president 
of the United States. 


{Malor] But I must ask you Minister that we understand 
Mr. Carter actually intervened on behalf of Gen. Yar’ 
Adua as well as Chief Abiola. 


[Ofonagoro] Well, I'll have to find out about that. I'll 
have to find about that. I am only familiar with his 
intervention in respect to Gen. Obasanjo. 


[Malor] Dr. Ofunagoro, you are quoted as having said 
that elections will be free and fair to all parties—the next 
elections... 


[Ofonagoro, interrupting] Yes. 
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[Malor] Why should anyone, Nigerian, African, or any- 
body in the world, considering events of the past few 
years, believe you, information minister, on this point? 


[Ofonagoro] Well, this is precisely why we've been here 
for the last one and a half years at the Constitutional 
Conference. Nigerians elected 273 eminent people from 
all walks of life—ex- vice president, ex-governors, ex- 
ministers, ex-vice chancellors, ex- professors— 
distinguished citizens that are sitting here in the last one 
and a half years are trying to prepare a kind of constitu- 
tion that will make possible a home-grown democracy. 
And we were able to hold an election for the first time in 
Nigerian history in which, in spite of the establishment 
of election tribunals to try cases of r.alpractices, there 
was not a single case brought before any election tri- 
bunal. There was not a single protest, because we were 
able to devise a system that made it impossible for 
people to buy their fellow human-beings in order to get 
their votes. [end recording] 


Abacha Meets Traditional Rulers, Condemns 
Coup Attempt 

AB2303190095 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 23 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General Sani 
Abacha., has called on Nigerians to put the unity and 
stability of the country above narrow political sentiment. 
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Gen. Abacha made the call in Abuja today, when a 
delegation of traditional rulers from the southwest paid 
him a solidarity visit. He believed that it was the narrow 
political sentiment of some Nigerians that [words indis- 
tinct] to destabilize the nation. The head of state reiter- 
ated his appeal to the people to forget about past 
developments and unite toward moving the country 
forward. 


On the recently foiled coup plot, Gen. Abacha said any 
patriotic peace-loving Nigerian should condemn such an 
attempt, which threatens the [word indistinct] peace and 
stability of the nation, and the nation had been enjoying 
this after a three-year period of political crisis. [sentence 
as received] He assured that justice would be done in 
trying the coup plotters, adding that this will be tem- 
pered with mercy where necessary. 


The leader of the delegation, the Ooni of Ife, Oba 
Okunade Sijuade, had earlier called that General Olu- 
segun Obasanjo and Chief Adeta Akinloye be released 
from detention if they were not involved in the coup. 
Oba Sijuade appealed to the Federal Government to 
prosecute offending newspapers, rather than resort to 
extrajudicial measures to penalize them. He expressed 
loyalty and solidarity with the Abacha regime and called 
on Nigerians to support its efforts toward installing an 
enduring democracy in the country. 
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